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          "My sheep listen to my voice; I know them and they follow me.  I give them eternal life."

                                                                                                                                     - John 20:27-28

Tips for Teaching Problem Solving
School starts on Monday.  Our children may encounter problems.  Below is an article written by Dr. John Juern, a WELS psychologist with Christian Family Counseling in Milwaukee, WI.  The article appeared in the magazine “Lutheran Parent.:

Just as adults face various problems every day, so do children.  Children learn to solve their problems by watching parents react to their problems and solve them.  But beyond the good example that every parent hopes to set, there are a few other things we can do to enhance the problem-solving power of our children.

Firstly, don’t shield your child from every problem that comes along.  And certainly don’t solve every problem for your child.  Children need the experience of facing and dealing with difficulties on their own.  It helps them grow in self-confidence, and it encourages them to go to God for the help and strength they need to attack their problems.

Secondly, always take your child’s problem seriously.  Never laugh at him or make light of the problem he is facing.  While you may not see the significance of finding a lost toy or not being invited to a party, your child views such problems as major crises.  Children’s problems are as real and as serious to them as are the problems parents face.

Thirdly, take advantage of a problem situation to teach valuable lessons.  Assure your child that problems are not God’s way of punishing us.  In fact, just the opposite is true.  Our problems are part of God’s loving plan for us.  They teach us to return to him for help and strength.  Don’t miss these precious opportunities to teach that God is always in control, that nothing ever happens without his knowledge.  Teach that “in all things God works for the good of those who love him” (Romans8:28).  (When you teach that wonderful truth to your child, your own faith will be strengthened as well.)

Fourthly, encourage your child to talk about the problems he faces.  Help him see all the 

options.  Urge him to think out loud about where each option will lead.  Teach him to talk to God, asking for guidance to make a wise decision – one that will give glory to his name.  That, after all, is what every Christian ought to strive to accomplish.

Finally, teach your child to trust that God has led him to make a right decision.  This is also an important part of decision-making – learning to live with decisions we’ve made – to have the confidence that our choices will lead to God’s own good purpose.

Dealing with problems is as much a part of everyday life as is sleeping and eating.  The ability to effectively deal with life’s problems does not come automatically; it must be taught.  And when your child knows that he is solving his problems in a God-pleasing way, it is also much easier to remember to thank God for his help and guidance.

Central Africa Medical Mission “Did-You-Know” for August

When rising Lake Malawi water forced the staff to move their housing location to Lilongwe in 1981, it did not relieve CAMM’s staff of it’s obligation to the Malawi people living near Salima.  The Malawi government required CAMM to manage the clinics until other agencies or government clinics would take over.  The nurses bravely and tirelessly traveled the 60 miles of difficult roads for several years tending to the physical needs of the people.  At the same time, new sites were being determined near Lilongwe to start medical services.  The long hours and endless demands ended in the late 1980’s as other agencies took over the services near Salima and the Salima Lutheran Mobile Clinic became the Lutheran Mobile Clinic (as it is still known).  (Ernst H. Wendland, Theodore A. Sauer, Let Us Do Good, 2001.)
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FROM THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

Flip Wilson (okay, I'm dating myself) did a comedy routine about a preacher who sought to inspire his congregation with the old adage, "You have to crawl before you can walk, and you have to walk before you can run." 

Then he concluded with the rousing appeal, "In order for us to run we gotta have money." 

To which the congregation rose to their feet and responded in  unison, "Let it crawl, Rev., let it crawl."

Is Good Shepherd crawling, walking or running? 

Our offerings continue to increase even as our church attendance remains low. We continue to run a surplus, increase our CMO commitment to synod and pay down our debt. 

And we have taken the bold step of calling an associate pastor.

Your council, all men with work and family obligations, spent a Saturday morning planning and coordinating our programs.

But are we crawling, walking or running in the life or death race to carry the message of the gospel to a dying world?

May I respectfully submit that we have shaken ourselves from the languor that gripped us for several years and we are at least walking again at a brisk pace.

Are we ready to run? 

(An answer from Pastor Mark: YES!  Put on your Nikes!)
MISSION RALLY - LWMS

Men and women alike are invited to the Mission Rally, sponsored by LWMS, on Saturday, Sept. 13 at Victory of the Lamb Lutheran Church in Katy.  The guest speaker will be Judy Eisenmann, interim administrator of Faith in Action, a ministry of WELS Kingdom Workers.  Judy will help us see how each of us can do something of value to further God’s kingdom.
Faith in Action coordinates Travel-Canvass-Witness teams (college age students) and Youth in Service teams (teens) to help congregations around the world with outreach. They also link lay men and women who want to help congregations for anywhere from 1 week to 6 months. What an innovative way to use some vacation time, encouraging a young congregation or giving a hand to an established group!
What a great way to meet new Christian friends, see another corner of the world and help spread the gospel all at the same time.  The day will begin with registration and coffee at 9:00 a.m. followed by the opening devotion at 9:30 a.m.  We will be finished before 3:00 p.m.  Lunch will be served and babysitting is being provided.
