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July - 2008         

          "My sheep listen to my voice; I know them and they follow me.  I give them eternal life."

                                                                                                                                     - John 20:27-28

The WELS National Conference 
on Worship, Music, and the Arts

by Pastor Mark

While you are reading this I am either on my way to or already at the WELS Worship Conference at Gustavus Adolphus College in St. Peter, Minnesota, the largest Lutheran Conference in the USA.  As the chairman of the WELS Commission on Worship, it is my privilege to welcome the over 1,300 participants at this conference on Tuesday morning.  Below is a copy of the letter I wrote to the participants which is included in the conference handbook.  Since I’m kind of under the gun to get things done, I’m just sharing this letter with you in this issue of The Voice to give you an idea of what I’m involved in while I’m gone this week.

Pastor Mark

Dear conference participants,

Hymn #92 is one of the 150 songs in “Hebrew Worship: A Jewish Hymnal.”  It begins, “It is good to praise the LORD and make music to your name, O Most High, to proclaim your love in the morning and your faithfulness at night.”  (Psalm 92:1,2)

On behalf of the WELS Commission on Worship I welcome you to this National Conference on Worship, Music and the Arts.  And I express my gratitude to the members of the steering committee and all who gave of their time and energy to attend to the many details involved in hosting this conference.

We are here to do what the psalmist said is good: to praise the Lord and make music to his name.  We will praise him by proclaiming his love to a world of people infected with sin, and by telling about his faithfulness to the promise of salvation in Christ Jesus.  We will do it in the morning and at night.  

In the Bible you’ll find the word “worship” 250 times.  And the word “music” 106 times.  And the word “arts” – well, it only appears 7 times, and it always refers to the “magic” 
arts.  But art was definitely a part of the worship the Lord designed for his Old Testament people.  The pictures – of the Passover lamb, the blood, the booths, the ark of the covenant, the cloud, the temple, the lampstand, the bread of the Presence, the ephod, the colors, the fabrics, the gems, the incense, the oil…..endless art.

The Lord has not given us worship laws for these last days.  But from what he designed with music and the arts for his pre-Christian Church, we get a good idea of the kind of worship he calls good.  I find it ironic that, while the Lord was revealing to Moses his ideas about what makes worship reverent, compelling and transcendent, his chosen nation was at the base of Mount Sinai, in ignorance sculpting a calf and planning to worship him in a way they had learned from the heathen world in Egypt.  (or Hollywood?)

Let’s listen to the Lord and learn from him.  We praise the Lord by making music to his name as we proclaim his love and his faithfulness, the gospel.  I pray that, as the Lord looks on what we do here over the next few days, he might be moved to again say “and God saw that it was good.”

Mark Bitter, Chairman

WELS Commission on Worship
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Bible Information Class

Pastor Mark will begin new Bible Information Classes using two different formats.  A course will begin  on Thursday, September 4th, from 7:30-8:45 p.m., and will continue for 10 consecutive Thursdays.  Another course will begin on Saturday, September 6th, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. (lunch included), and will continue on two more Saturdays, depending on class members’ schedules.  Both courses are the same, covering all the main teachings of the Bible.  You choose which format suits you.  This is a course which is required for all prospective members who have never studied the teachings of the Bible in the Lutheran Church and wish to become members of our congregation.  It's also a good course for new members who have come to us from other Lutheran denominations.  And, finally, it's a good review of doctrine for anyone.  Child care is available, if needed.  Please see Pastor Mark to join the class. 

Central Africa Medical Mission 

“Did You Know”- July:

The Lord directs our paths.  The first mobile clinic in Malawi was established in Salima, 15 miles from Lake Malawi.  Property for the nurses and missionary family were purchased near the lake in 1970.  The next few years brought unusually heavy rainfalls (90” in 50 mos. in 1979) causing a high rise in the water level and the beautiful sandy beaches were swept away.  Despite a retaining wall, the water continued to rise endangering the property.  In 2981, a decision was made to move the clinic staff 60 miles east to Lilongwe (where our staff still resides in 2008).  In Jan 1982, minutes of the Malawi Medical Council noted “this was the first meeting of the MMC during the rainy season for several years that was not threatened by water washing through the house during the meeting.”  (Ernst H Wendland, Theodore A Sauer, Let Us Do Good, 2001.)
FROM THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

Greetings! We commend you, the voters of Good Shepherd, on your election of outstanding members (with one notable exception - more on this to follow) to serve as officers, elders, Properties Board members and committee chairmen for the upcoming church year.

Their installation on Sunday, July 13, was quite impressive as they virtually filled the entire front of the chancel for this brief but important ceremony.

The new council convened its first meeting on Monday, July 14, welcoming many new members along with several members from prior councils who either continued their office or accepted a new position.

Committee chairmen are now busy recruiting members for their respective committees.  If you are approached, please give it prayerful consideration.  Service is a privilege we want to extend to everyone. 

But don't wait to be asked. If you have a particular talent or passion for an area of our ministry, seek out the chairman and volunteer.  Regardless, support your leaders with your prayers and encouragement.

The council will hold a retreat on August 16th to review our ministry and plan for the remainder of 2008.  A second retreat will be scheduled in October to plan for 2009.

And now for the exception. Your previous Stewardship Chairman was far to verbose, constantly haranguing you with Newsletter articles.  Finally, you managed to convince him that you would give even more generously if he would just be quiet.

Fortunately, you had the foresight to vote him out of office.  But then you turned around and elected him president!  What were you thinking?

Directory Updates

We are once again updating our directory.  Please note that there is an update sheet in your mailbox.  Please make any necessary changes and return it to the box marked DIRECTORY located on top of the mailboxes.  Please include e-mail addresses.  If you don't want your e-mail published, but are willing to let the church office have it, please indicate that.
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