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          "My sheep listen to my voice; I know them and they follow me.  I give them eternal life."

                                                                                                                                     - John 20:27-28

School is Ending, But Education Must Go On!
by Pastor Mark
School’s over soon, and in about a month you’ll probably be ready for the kids to get back on the bus.  For an entire summer their education will be put on hold.  But it shouldn’t be put on hold, right?  The school district can call off school for a few months, but Christian parents dare never stop educating their kids, not in math, or science, or reading, but in the great things God has done.  God wants us to continually educate our children.

Step one in Christian education is to appreciate what the people who have gone before have done and sacrificed to be able to hand it down to us.  Few of us can say, “My parents were unbelievers.”    Most of us stand on the shoulders of Christian ancestors, who patiently, faithfully, and clearly told the truth and passed on the message of the gospel to us.  

It’s because of what our ancestors have taught us about what the Lord has done that helps us make sense about the world we live in.  Katrina destroys a city.  Jetliners 
level skyscrapers.  A cyclone devastates Myanmar.  An earthquake kills tens of thousands in China.  People who have not been educated in what the Lord has done don’t know what to make of it.   So they come to this conclusion: “I guess there is no God, or if there is one, he’s a toothless old geezer unable to do anything.”  Or, “He’s too busy with his own agenda, that he has no interest in getting involved to make my life any better.  He’s not here.  He’s not engaged and connected with the people of this world.”

Hopefully, you’re sending your children to our Sunday School.  If you’re not, you need to.  Our children need to learn the Bible history lessons taught in Sunday School, so they can make sense out of life.  They need to understand what the Lord has done throughout history, and how all of history centers around Jesus and his mission to save people through the cross.  Unless you as a parent are doing a bang-up job of teaching your children all those Bible history lessons yourself at home, your children 
need the education our Sunday School program offers.  

But, even if your children are attending Sunday School, parents still need to teach their children about the great things God has done.  Unfortunately, like so many other things, the easy thing to do is to let somebody else do it.  “Somebody else will teach my kid how to play the piano.  Somebody else will organize my kid’s baseball playing in a little league.  Somebody else will have my toddlers in daycare all day.  Somebody else will tell my kids about their Savior Jesus.”  No!  God has given that role to you, Dad and Mom, and primarily to you, Dad.  In Ephesians 6 Paul says, “Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.”

Psalm 78 says that, when we teach our children about what God has done, “then they will put their trust in God.”  “Then.”  Do you get the point?  What does “then” tell you?  Cause and effect.  It tells you how this happens.  How do children learn about their God? 

I once saw a billboard that showed a cute little white kid and a cute little black kid playing together, and it said in great big letters, “Children aren’t born racists.”  In other words, “You bad adults, you’re corrupting kids.”  There’s certainly plenty of that going on.  But children aren’t born racist?  They sure are!  Just give them a chance, and it’ll come out.  Think children aren’t born liars?  Sure they are.  You don’t have to buy a book to help you tell lies better, like “Lying More Strategically and Successfully.”  You don’t have to watch videos entitled, “How to Cheat More Effectively,” or “How to Develop a Better Sense of Being Selfish.”  You don’t have to study that stuff.  There is rottenness in all of us by nature.  

Your children have consciences by nature.  They already have a moral gyroscope – it’s 
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built in - except their consciences condemn them for their sins and they end up carrying around a load of guilt.  From you, Dad and Mom, they need to learn the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord and the messages he has given in his Word.  THEN they’ll get it.  But only if we tell them.  That’s the mission God has given you as parents.  You need to tell your kids over and over again.  “THEN they would put their trust in God.”

Our children don’t know the gospel by nature.  They have to be told.  Tell what it means, that his words of “not guilty” release us from the horrible guilt of the evil within us, and give us hope and meaning and dignity to our lives now.  God is not just watching from a distance, but he comes here and is involved in our lives, even now.  Tell your children that they have a heavenly home waiting for them, where all the things that scare us, including tornadoes, hurricanes, terrorist attacks, wars, earthquakes, fault lines - all that stuff - can’t ever hurt us again  This world is scary, but Jesus has everything under control and he’s making everything happen for the good of his Christian people.  Tell your children that a crown of glory is waiting as a gift given by a Father who loves them, by a Savior who adores them enough to give his own life for them, and by a Holy Spirit that isn’t afraid to get into the smelly swamp of their brains and wrestle with them so that their lives produce godly fruit.  THEN they’ll put their trust in God. 

Make up your mind to try to be the parent God calls you to be this summer.  Keep on educating your children about what the Lord has done.  THEN they will put their trust in him.  
New Website:

With many thanks to Dave Fuller, the Good Shepherd website is now up and running.  The new address is: http://www.good-shep-wels.org.  Service videos are available along with bulletins, announcements, sermons and newsletters.  

Summer Christian Education:

On Sunday, June 1st our Summer Christian Education program will begin.  There will be two classes for the younger children, one for children from pre-K through grade 2, and one for children in grades 3-6.  The students who will be going into grades 7 through 12 next Fall will join the adults during the Education Hour this summer.  We will be watching videos with the following titles:

“Creation and the Christian Faith”

“Dinosaurs by Design”

“Lucy – She’s No Lady!”

“One Blood: The Biblical Answer to Racism”

“Fearfully and Wonderfully Made”

and more!
Don’t miss this chance to learn more!
Confirmation:
Andy Smith, son of Thad and Melissa Smith and grandson of Dorothy Polenz, is being confirmed on May 25th, at Abiding Word.  Andy is enrolled in the school and is in 8th grade.  His membership will then be transferred to Good Shepherd.
May Fellowship:
Our fellowship for May is a restaurant outing this Saturday.  Please sign up on the bulletin board in the narthex today! 

